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Going home with a new puppy is an exciting time, we all have preconceived ideas on how things will span out and 
you may well have read many books on owning puppies and taking care of them , you have also probably already 

reared a puppy before. 
 

I would ask you to take the time to read this booklet it is written and designed specifically for the Vizsla . 
 

Hungarian Vizslas are not like other breeds of dog they are more demanding and rewarding their intelligence is far 
superior to most other breeds. 

 
A few key point s are- 

 
Your puppy is a baby he is young and learning he is not born trained! 

You are the teacher you must  kindly correct wrong behaviour and offer an acceptable alternative , it is not 
acceptable to chastise you must show him the right way to do things. 

 
Your puppy has been part of a litter living a pack life and he now sees you as new pack members you must educate 

him how to behave appropriately within your family “pack” 
 

Most of all love and cherish your puppy but don’t allow yourselves to loose the definition between  being a family 
member or being the family dog else you will be the one in the basket  ☺ 
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Your Puppy 
 
 
LITTER ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
KENNEL CLUB NAME_____________________________________________________________ 
 
KENNEL CLUB NUMBER___________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH ________________________________________________________________ 
 
MICROCHIP  BRAND______________________________________________________________ 
 
MICROCHIP NUMBER_____________________________________________________________ 
 
ID COLLAR COLOUR______________________________________________________________ 
 
BIRTH WEIGHT__________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEAVING WEIGHT________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEGALLY DOCKED         YES    NO  
 
DEW CLAWED       YES      NO 
 
MEDICAL / BEHAVIOURAL CONCERNS WHILST WITH THE BREEDER- 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
TEMPERAMENT TEST RESULT________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Worming 
All Gunfield puppies are wormed regularly to protect them from parasites.......... 
 

Roundworms 
 
Roundworms are active in the intestines of puppies, often causing a pot-
bellied appearance and poor growth. The worms may be seen in vomit or 
stool; a severe infestation can cause death by intestinal blockage. 
This worm can grow to seven inches in length. Females can produce 200 
thousand eggs in a day, eggs that are protected by a hard shell and can exist 
in the soil for years. Dogs become infected by ingesting worm eggs from 
contaminated soil. The eggs hatch in the intestine and the resulting larva 
are carried to the lungs by the bloodstream. 
The larva then crawls up the windpipe and gets swallowed, often causing 
the pup to cough or gag. Once the larvae return to the intestine, they grow 
into adults. 
Roundworms do not typically infest adults. However, as mentioned above, 

the larvae can encyst in body tissue of adult bitches and activate during the last stages of pregnancy to infest 
puppies. Worming the bitch has no effect on the encysted larvae and cannot prevent the worms from infecting the 
puppies. 
Although roundworms can be treated with an over-the-counter wormer found in pet stores, a veterinarian is the 
best source of information and medication to deal with intestinal parasites. De wormers are poisonous to the 
worms and can make the dog sick, especially if not used in proper dosage. 
 
Hookworms 

These are small, thin worms that fasten to the wall of the small 
intestine and suck blood. Dogs get hookworm if they come in contact 
with the larvae in contaminated soil. As with roundworms, the 
hookworm larvae becomes an adult in the intestine. The pups can 
contract hookworms in the uterus and the dam can infest the pups 
through her milk. 
A severe hookworm infestation can kill puppies, but chronic hookworm 
infection is usually not a problem in the older dog. When it does occur, 
the signs include diarrhoea, weight loss, anaemia, and progressive 
weakness. Diagnosis is made by examining the faeces for eggs under a 
microscope. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tapeworms 

 
Another small intestine parasite, the tapeworm is 
transmitted to dogs who ingest fleas or who hunt and 
eat wildlife infested with tapeworms or fleas. The dog 
sheds segments of the tapeworm containing the eggs in 
its faeces. These segments are flat and move about 
shortly after excretion. They look like grains of rice 
when dried and can be found either in the dog's stool or 
stuck to the hair around his anus. Tapeworms cannot be 
killed by the typical over-the-counter wormer; see the 
veterinarian for appropriate treatment. 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Whipworms 

 
 
 
Adult whipworms look like pieces of thread with one end enlarged. 
They live in the cecum, the first section of the dog's large intestine. 
Infestations are usually light, so an examination of faeces may not 
reveal the presence of eggs. Several checks may be necessary before 
a definitive diagnosis can be made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lung worm 
 

A New threat!! There have recently been case of lung 
worm recorded in London and the south of the country. 
This parasite is normally associated with Europe rather 
than the UK, however we can not afford to ignore the 
threat as infection from lung worm can be fatal. 
 
It is vital puppies and adult dogs are treated against all 
types of worms every three months,  Panacur amongst 
other products is  effective in preventing Lung worm  if 
used at the correct dosage and intervals. 
The lungworm parasite is carried by slugs and snails. The 
problem arises when dogs purposefully or accidentally eat 

these common garden pests when rummaging through undergrowth, eating grass, drinking from puddles or outdoor 
water bowls, or pick them up from their toys.  
Foxes can also become infected with the lungworm, and have been implicated in the spread of the parasite across 
the country. 
 
 
Symptoms of Lung worm include- 
 
Lethargy 
exercise intolerance 
chronic cough. 
Anaemia 
Bleeding into the eye  
Excessive bleeding from minor wounds 
Nose bleeds 
Weight loss 
Poor appetite 
Diarrhoea  
Sickness 
Seizures 
Trembling 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Worming Chart 
 
 
 

 
Your puppy has followed a veterinary  approved worming program   

This involves 4 courses of worming product between 2-8 weeks of age as detailed below  

. 
 

Course 1 
 

 
 

Course 2 
 

 
 

Course 3 
 

 
 

Course 4 
 

 
 

 
Puppies should be wormed regularly but the exact program used depends on a number of factors surrounding the 
environment they live in, A kennel dog or a dog in multi pet household will need worming more often than a dog 

who lives in a home with no other pets. 
We would recommend your puppy is wormed every 2 weeks till he or she is 12 weeks of age then every 4 weeks till 

he/she is 26 weeks of age and every 12 weeks there after. 
You should only use veterinary  quality wormer obtainable from your vet or chemist, pet shop bought products are 

not the same and in my experience ineffective. 
We would recommend using Panacur Liquid or granules and Drontal Tablets or Liquid. 

 
Please take this worming chart  along to your veterinary surgeon and he or she should be happy to advise you on a 

future worming program that suits your individual dogs needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 product  & dosage rate used 
 Drontol Puppy liquid ( 1 ml per KG bw) 

Date given Product & dosage rate used 
 Drontol Puppy liquid ( 1 ml per KG bw) 

Date given Product & dosage rate used 
 Drontol Puppy liquid ( 1 ml per KG bw) 

Date given Product & dosage rate used 
 Drontal puppy liquid ( 1 ml per KG bw) 



 

 

Tail docking &  Dew claw removal 
 
All Gunfield puppies have their dew claws removed to prevent injury this procedure is done between two and four 
days of age  by our veterinary surgeon. 
The Claw forms no useful purpose but is easily snagged and can cause the dog pain and distress. 
Removing the dew claw at such a young age is a quick procedure  and requires no stitches or further care other 
than keeping clean. 
Removal of a dew claw in adult dog will require a general anaesthetic and surgery  
 
 
Tail Docking and the puppy you have purchased. 
If your puppy has been docked- 
You have been given a certificate proving that the puppy you have purchased was docked legally. You need to keep 
this certificate safe, as you may be called upon by the authorities to prove that the puppy was docked legally, at 
any time in the future.  
If you need to transfer ownership to another person at any time, please ensure that the certificate accompanies 
the sale. 
At the time of docking, the breeder believed that some, or all of the litter would be used or sold, with the 
intention of being worked in accordance with the regulations connected to the Animal Welfare Act 2007. 
The law appreciates that not every puppy docked will grow up with the necessary attributes and may never 
eventually work.  
It therefore follows that if you do not work your puppy, neither you as the owner, nor the breeder, will be liable 
for prosecution, provided you can produce the certificate. 
Please bear in mind that your puppy is not sold as a “show” dog and the regulations covering this aspect, are shown 
below. 
An overview of the regulations 
The docking of dogs' tails is banned in England from 6 April 2007 and in Wales from 28 March 2007 but with 
exemptions from the ban for certain working dogs, and for medical treatment. 
There will also be a ban on the showing of docked dogs (all dogs docked after the 
commencement date of 6 April/28 March) at events to which members of the public are admitted on payment of a 
fee. 
 However, this ban does not apply to dogs shown for the purpose of demonstrating their working ability. 
The exemption for working dogs allows a dog that is likely to perform certain specified types of work to have its tail 
docked by a veterinary surgeon.  
The dog must be less than 5 days old and the veterinary surgeon must certify that he or she has seen specified 
evidence that the dog is likely to work in specified areas.  
Puppies being docked must be microchipped, either at the time of docking or when the vet considers they are old 
enough.  
The types of dog that can be docked and the types of evidence needed, is detailed below. 
Puppies from certain working dogs may be docked if evidence is provided to the vet that it is likely to be worked in 
connection with law enforcement, activities of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces, emergency rescue, lawful pest 
control, or the lawful shooting of animals.  
It is accepted that in a litter, not all puppies docked will be found suitable for work. 
The owner of the dog, or person representing the owner must make a signed statement that, the dam of the 
puppies to be docked is of a type which can be certified as set out below, the date on which the puppies were born 
and that it is intended that they will be used, or sold, for one of the working purposes set out in the regulations. 
The vet must sign a declaration that the requirements of the regulations have been satisfied i.e. that he has been 
given the necessary declaration by the owner or person representing the owner and has seen the evidence 
required. 
The vet must have a completed statement, signed and dated by the owner of the dog (or by another person whom 
the veterinary surgeon to whom it is presented reasonably believes to be representing the owner), made in the 
form set out in the regulations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The vet must see the dam of the dog and a further piece of 
evidence such as: a current shotgun or firearm certificate issued to the owner of the dog, or to the 
agent or employee of the owner most likely to be using the dog for work in connection with the lawful shooting of 
animals OR a letter from a gamekeeper, a land occupier (or his agent), a person with shooting rights, a shoot 
organiser, a club official, a person representing the National Working Terrier Federation, or a person engaged in 
lawful pest control, stating that the breeder of the dog whose tail is to be docked is known to him and 
that dogs bred by that breeder have been used (as the case may be) on his land, or in his shoot, or for pest control. 
Although the procedure is the same, the list of dogs which can be docked are different between England and 
Wales. There is a total ban on docking in Scotland. 
In England the following can be docked: 
1. Hunt point retrieve breeds of any type or combination of types. 
2. Spaniels of any type or combination of types. 
3. Terriers of any type or combination of types. 
In Wales the following can be docked: 
1. Spaniels of the following breeds: English Springer Spaniel, Welsh Springer 
Spaniel and Cocker Spaniel, but not combinations of breeds 
2. Terriers of the following breeds: Jack Russell Terrier, Cairn Terrier, 
Lakeland Terrier, Norfolk Terrier, but not combinations of breeds 
3. Hunt point retrievers of the following breeds: 
Braque Italian, Brittany, German Long Haired Pointer, German Short Haired 
Pointer, German Wire Haired Pointer, Hungarian Vizsla, Hungarian Wire Haired 
Vizsla, Italian Spinone, Spanish Water Dog, Weimaraner, Korthals Griffon, 
Slovakian Rough Haired Pointer, Large Munsterlander, Small Munsterlander. 
 
Showing of Docked Dogs 
A dog docked before the 28 March 2007 in Wales and 6 April 2007 in England may continue to be shown at all shows 
in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland throughout its natural life. 
A dog docked on, or after, the above dates, irrespective of where it was docked, may not be shown at shows in 
England and Wales where the public is charged a 
fee for admission. However, where a working dog has been docked in England and Wales under the 
respective regulations set out above, it may be shown where the public are charged a fee, so long as it is shown 
“only to demonstrate its working ability”. It will thus be necessary to show working dogs in such a way as ONLY to 
demonstrate their working ability and not conformity to a standard. 
A dog legally docked in England, Wales, Northern Ireland or abroad may be 
shown at any show in Scotland or Northern Ireland. 
 
Those who have a docked dog which they wish to show must obtain permission to show from the kennel club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Temperament testing- 
 
 
 

Temperament testing for puppy  identified by microchip number  
 
 
 
 

...........................................................................................................................................  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Result ..............................................................   Date of testing .............................................. 

 

Test Result 

Puppy placed a few feet away the tester , 
tester coaxes the pup to her/him by clapping 
hands gently and kneeling down.  

1. Came readily, tail up, jumped, bit at hands 
2. Came readily, tail up, pawed, liked at hands. 
3. Came readily, tail up. 
4. Came readily, tail down. 
5. Came hesitantly, tail down. 
6. Did not come at all.  

Tester stands up and walks away from the pup 
in a normal manner. Make sure the pup sees you 
walk away.  
 

1. Followed readily, tail up, got underfoot, bit at feet. 
2. Followed readily, tail up, got underfoot. 
3. Followed readily, tail up. 
4. Followed readily, tail down. 
5. Followed hesitantly, tail down. 
6. No following, or went away.  

Pup rolled on his back and hold it with one hand 
for a full 30 seconds 

1. Struggled fiercely, flailed, bit. 
2. Struggled fiercely, flailed. 
3. Settled, struggled, settled with some eye contact. 
4. Struggled, then settled. 
5. No struggle. 
6. No struggle, straining to avoid eye contact.  

Pup stands up and tester gently stroke him from 
the head to back while crouching beside him. 
until a recognisable behaviour is established.  

1. Jumped, pawed, bit growled. 
2. Jumped, pawed. 
3. Cuddles up to tester and tries to lick face. 
4. Squirmed, licked at hands. 
5. Rolled over, licked at hands. 
6. Went away and stayed away.  



 

 

 
 
What do your results mean? 
 
Your puppy has been given a score based on the average  mark so if you puppy scored two 3`s and three 4`s the 
puppy would be a 4 (submissive and will adapt to most households ) 
There is no good or bad mark they just reflect subtle differences in nature, correct breeding and socialisation 
ensure we do not breed dogs with excessive characters , our aim when breeding a litter is to breed a balanced 
litter who all have the superb temperament which is desirable for this breed. 
 
 
 
 
Score of mostly 1`s = This pup is dominant  and more suited to a experienced dog owner 
 
Score of mostly 2`s =  This pup is  forward going and has a confident temperament 
 
Score of mostly 3`s =  This pup accepts leadership and  should adapt to most households. 
 
Score of mostly 4`s =  This pup is slightly submissive and will adapt to most households  
 
Score mostly 5`s =  This pup is very submissive suited to a quieter household  
 
Score mostly 6`s =  This pup is very independent needs a home with a strong leader 
 
 
Most of your puppies future character is dictated by environmental stimulation and how well you socialise, train 
and interact with your dog., 
Socialisation is what lays the foundation for future training a un socialised puppy can be timid or express in 
appropriate behaviour. 
The damage done by poor socialisation is very hard to correct. 
Gunfield puppies are handled daily from birth although reared in outdoor kennelling they each spend time in the 
family home and experience the normal day to day goings on of a home.  
When you collect your puppy at 8 weeks of age they are like little sponges they know very little fear and soak up 
any lessons you wish them to learn. Unfortunately they will also easily learn undesirable things as well!. 
 
You should begin the indoor socialisation activities immediately  when your puppy gets home. 
The socialisation activities that require leaving the confines of the home and garden should begin following the 
completion of  a full course of vaccinations. 
 
New experiences should be controlled and positive if a puppy seems afraid or intimidated do not comfort him you 
are reinforcing his fear just calmly leave the situation and try again another day.  
Always finish a training or socialisation session on a good note. 
One of the key factors of training and socialisation is a puppy needs to know his place in the pecking order of your 
home, dogs are a pack animal and in the wild would strive to gain a higher position in the pack. 
 
 
Here are few basic tips for ensuring you dog doesn’t’t get above his station!   
 
� Always greet other human family member before the dog when retuning home. 
� Never allow a puppy on your bed or settee. 
� Regularly remove chews and toys from your puppy then praise him and give it straight back. 
� Allow your puppies crate or bed to be his area children should not pester him in there. 
� When walking through a gate or door always walk through before your puppy. 
 
Finally have fun and enjoy watching him grow and learn, make use of the socialisation table on the next page 
which gives you details of some of the experiences your puppy has had and some ideas of what to expose him to 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Your puppies personal socialisation program 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Useful points for socialisation- 
 
Experience different locations: other people’s homes, school , 
lake, pond, river, lift, car, , kennel, vets 
Experience different floor coverings: wood, woodchips, carpet, tile, laminate, cement, ,grass, dirt, mud, 
puddles, deep pea gravel, 
Play with different objects fluffy toys, big & small balls, kongs, squeaky toys. 
Meet people(outside of family): include children, adults  (men and women) elderly adults, people in wheelchairs, 
walkers, people with canes, crutches, hats, glasses,  
Expose him or her to noises  
doorbell, children playing, big lorries or buses, motorcycles, skateboards, washing machine, shopping, clapping, 
loud singing, vacuums, lawnmowers 
Moving objects (don’t allow to chase): skateboards, roller-skates,, bicycles, motorcycles, cars, people running, 
cats running, scooters, vacuums, children running, children playing soccer, squirrels, cats, horses running, cows 
running,  
Handling : hold under arm, hold to chest, hold on floor near owner, hold in-between owner’s legs, hold head, look 
in ears, mouth, in-between toes, hold and take temperature (ask vet to do this), hold like a baby, trim toe nails. 
 

Socialisation Activity Completed by breeder 

Handled, stroked face and limbs touched ð  Yes       ð No 

Mouth opened and checked in preparation for cleaning teeth if necessary when older ð  Yes       ð No 

Ears handled and cleaned  ð  Yes       ð No 

Nails trimmed ð  Yes       ð No 

Met and been handled by children ð  Yes       ð No 

Met babies ð  Yes       ð No 

Met older dogs or puppies  ð  Yes       ð No 

Met other domestic animals  ð  Yes       ð No 

Experienced normal household noises i.e. washing machine , vacuum ð  Yes       ð No 

Been in a crate ð  Yes       ð No 

Seen people with glasses on ð  Yes       ð No 

Had food given and then taken off him  ð  Yes       ð No 

Had toys given and taken off him ð  Yes       ð No 

Been in a car ð  Yes       ð No 

Been to the veterinary surgery ð  Yes       ð No 

Been bathed ð  Yes       ð No 

Walked on lead ð  Yes       ð No 

Been exposed to noise conditioning tape for fireworks and gun shot ð  Yes       ð No 



 

 

 
 
Getting home- 
 
Expect your puppy to be unsettled he has left his mum and his litter mates and has just been presented with a 
whole new world he may well be feeling nauseous from the car journey home. 
 Put him outside so he can do his motions then gently introduce him to the home don’t over crowd him resist the 
temptation to have lots of people visiting him until he settles in. 
Show him where his bed or crate is and where he can find food or water give him a toy but only one at a time else 
he will soon become bored of them. 
Allow his bed or crate to be his area don’t allow children to go in it or remove him from it. 
  
Please remember The puppy is going through a huge turmoil he is now living with a family he doesn’t know and 
away from his litter mates i for the first time in eight weeks, the environment is strange to him 
. There are a few things you can do to help minimise the stress on your puppy: 

· Do not make any dietary changes stick to the recommend diet sheet given in this booklet. 
· Do not rush out or have oodles of visitors round the puppy needs some calm time to adjust to his new 

home 
· Initialise crate training and let the crate be a quiet place where the puppy feels at home and safe 
· Let the puppy enjoy the company of the family as much as possible but also allow him to spend time alone 

to avoid separation anxiety later. 
· confine the puppy when to the crate when you go out so he is safe 

 
 
VIZSLA BEHAVIOURAL TRAITS- 
 
Your Vizsla is not like other  breeds of dog and may do things you haven't seen before.  
They are  tremendously intelligent and very demonstratively affectionate.  
They are very vocal and use there mouths to communicate they like to mouth hands to show there affection for 
you and are on happy carrying something round in their mouth. 
They love to communicate at eye level and are well know for jumping up. 
They dislike being alone and will let you know about it! 
They like to stalk and point this is seen in play. 
They can play very rough but remember you are the teacher you much teach the correct behaviour it is not enough 
just to tell a puppy off. 
 
 
GROOMING AND GENERAL CARE 
 
The Vizsla doesn’t require daily grooming as they are so short coated, during the two moults of the year you may 
wish to use a grooming mitt to remove dead coat 
 
Your Vizsla does not need to be routinely bathed however there will be occasions when he or she has rolled in 
something choice! When you may wish to Bath them  we use Johnson’s tea tree shampoo for dogs which is widely 
available in  pet stores or online. 
 
Brushing your dogs teeth , you should brush your Vizslas teeth once weekly using a normal brush and canine plaque 
off tooth paste , or you can give fresh bones once a week which will allow the dog to clean their own teeth natures 
way ☺  
 
Nail cutting it is important to keep your dogs nails short either by walking them on a hard surface or by trimming 
them , if allowed to over grow they can cause abnormal growth/development of the foot and ultimately lameness  
you will need some strong nail clippers which are available in most pet shops or online, you should just remove the 
very end of the nail  as you would with your own finger nail. 
Do nail trimming at least every  four weeks. 



 

 

 
CRATE TRAINING - 
 
Crate Training Is the most talked about new method of training dogs is crate training. More and more dog owners 
and their pets are learning the benefits of starting puppies on crate training as soon as they arrive in their new 
home. Crate training is the use of a plastic airline crate or a wire cage to confine a puppy when the family is not 
home or is unable to supervise the puppy's activities. The crate in effect, becomes the puppy's bed. Other terms 
used interchangeably with crate training are den and kennel. 
 
You may feel that it is cruel to confine a dog to a crate. It would be cruel to just close him in the crate and leave. 
But if you introduce him to the crate properly, you will find that your puppy will quickly come to prefer it for 
sleeping and quiet time. Too many dogs are surrendered to animal shelters because of the damage done while they 
are unattended. Since over 85% of these puppies are euthanized, it is kind, NOT cruel, to crate train a puppy to 
prevent behavioural and housebreaking problems. 
  
Why Crate Train? 
Dogs in the wild live in dens. The den provides wild dogs protection from predators as well as the elements, and it 
allows for a feeling of security. That's why you often find dogs curling up under a table, chair, or bed. By giving 
dogs a secure place that is all their own, pet owners can take advantage of a dogs' natural instincts to help the dog 
feel safe, thus reducing isolation-induced stress. 
 
Crate training, if done properly, is a wonderful training tool with many benefits. Apart from the obvious uses for 
transporting dogs, a crate can be used for short-term confinement -- to keep your puppy out of mischief so he does 
not develop bad habits when you cannot give him your undivided attention.  
 
A crate can also be used to develop good habits --to housetrain your puppy, to establish a chew-toy habit, and to 
reduce inappropriate barking and digging. Also, if your dog ever injures himself or becomes ill, the crate will be 
invaluable during recovery. If you move, your dog's adjustment to a new home will be quicker and less stressful if 
he is crate trained. If you stay in motels or visit relatives, your dog will be "damage-proof" if he travels with his 
crate. If you travel by car, placing the dog in the crate will keep him out from under your feet, away from the 
driver, and more safe in case of an accident. 
 
Where Do You Put The Crate? 
Dogs are pack animals and prefer to be with their pack/family, so keep the crate in a lived-in part of the house.  A 
kitchen or family room is good -- never a garage or shed. 
When the puppy is young it is recommended to have the crate near the door he will be going out to use the 
bathroom. Having the crate close to the door will help prevent any elimination accidents as the puppy leaves his 
crate and heads for the door to go out. 
How Do You Crate Train? 
 
Your dog should thoroughly enjoy spending time in his crate. This can be accomplished by making it comfortable 
and fun to go into the crate, and by giving him something entertaining to do in the crate. Below is a step-by-step 
outline of the recommended process: 
1. Set up the crate with the puppy out of the room, so as not to startle him. 
2. Use old blankets, towels or sheets as bedding.  Do not make the bedding material too absorbent because the 
puppy needs to be severely inconvenienced if he urinates in his crate. Note: Many puppies will chew bedding which 
can be very dangerous so take time to observe if he is trying to chew his bedding. 
3. DO NOT use housebreaking pads in the crate because this will attract and encourage the puppy to eliminate in 
his crate. 
4. DO use a bolt on water and food bowl so not to spill contents on bedding 
5. DO put one or two safe chew toys in the crate with the puppy so he has something to occupy his time -- a Tuffy 
Kong toy is one of the best and safest toys to leave a puppy alone with. Stuffing a Kong toy with freeze-dried liver 
or a biscuit can keep the puppy entertained.  
6. If you are using a wire crate, place an old blanket or sheet over the top and sides in order to create a den-like 
atmosphere. Tuck the ends of the covering under the crate so that the puppy cannot pull them inside to chew on 
them. 
7.REMOVE YOUR PUPPIES COLLAR BEFORE PUTTING HIM IN THE CRATE 
 



 

 

 
Introduction and Use of the Crate 
1. When it is time for the puppy's meal, place the food just inside of the crate so the puppy has to stick his head 
into the crate to eat. 
 
2. Between feedings, you can make going into the crate a game by tossing in treats or toys. Allow your puppy to 
come and go at will --do not force your puppy into the crate. 
 
3. When the puppy gets in the crate on his own or because there is a treat inside, this is your cue to start 
associating a command with the action. You can use statements such as "bed." The most important thing to 
remember in giving commands is to be brief and consistent. 
 
4. Always leave the crate door open when your puppy is out of the crate so he can get in it when he wants. 
5. When you are home, make  sure the puppy spends time in the crate make going into the crate a game. Give your 
chosen command, such as " bed," and throw a treat or toy into the crate. Let your puppy walk in and out of the 
crate at will. Whenever your puppy goes into the crate on his own, lavish him with praise! 
 
6. Each time the puppy enters his crate for confinement, give him a tasty treat such as cheese. 
 
7.Expect your puppy to be very vocal in his crate for the first couple of weeks he will launch an objection to not 
being able to follow you around or sleep in your bed, you must ignore this vocal behaviour 
 
8. ALWAYS use your chosen command when calling your dog to the crate for confinement. DO NOT simply call him 
to you, as he may become wary of approaching you when called. 
 
9. NEVER USE THE CRATE AS PUNISHMENT!  Your dog will pick up "vibes" from you if you put him in the crate when 
you are angry. The puppy's crate should be his secure place. It should not be associated with punishment, fear, or 
anything negative. If you treat the crate as a wonderful, gentle, lifesaving tool to prevent accidents, destruction, 
and behaviour problems, your puppy will feel positive about the crate too. 
 
10. Every time you let the puppy out of his crate, even if he has only been confined 30 minutes, take him straight 
outside to his "wee wee" area Praise him when he eliminates outside. If the puppy does not eliminate within five 
minutes and you know it is time for him to do so, put him back in the crate. Wait approximately 30 minutes and 
then take him outside again. In the morning, be sure to take the puppy out the minute he starts to fuss, but not 
until that point at night a reasonable length of time without toileting would be from 11.30pm till 5 am, in the day 
time this is shortened to two hour periods. 
 
 
11. If the puppy eliminates in his crate, clean it up immediately and thoroughly. After cleaning up the urine, wipe 
the bottom of the crate with a pet odour eliminating product or a solution of vinegar and water. It is necessary to 
clean up the odour completely so the puppy does not smell it later and urinate there again. 
 
12. During all unsupervised times, the puppy should be in his crate with the door closed. Normal, healthy puppies 
will generally get into mischief if unattended. The tendency of puppies to "learn" about their surroundings is too 
strong for them to control --learning means chewing, scratching, and digging. If the puppy is unable to get into 
trouble, destructive habits will not be formed. 
 
13. As your puppy gets older (probably close to 1 year old), you can start leaving him out of the crate unattended 
for short periods of time. When you first leave him unattended and out of the crate, restrict him to one or two 
rooms in the house. If the puppy behaves in your absence, gradually increase his time out of the crate with the 
ultimate goal being never having to close him in his crate. However, he should continue to have access to his crate 
whenever he wants. If the puppy gets into mischief in your absence, begin to crate him again whenever he is 
unsupervised and try again  
 
 
 
 
 
 


